
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Councillors Ryan Cullen, Dee Harrison, Henry Micah, John Newton, Barry Smith, Jim 
Weale, and Mollie Weale, 
 
You are summoned to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council to be held on Monday 25th 
April commencing at 7pm. This meet will be held in the small hall of Fernwood Village Hall, Rubys 
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS 

 
Members of the public and press are entitled to be at the following meeting Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 Section 1 extended by the Local Government Act 1972 Section 
100 unless precluded by the Parish Council by resolution during whole or part of the 
proceedings. Such entitlement does not however include the right to speak on any matter except 
at the beginning of the meeting. As issues raised during the public session may not relate to 
items on the agenda no resolution for action can be taken. 
 

 
Marion Fox Goddard, Fernwood Parish Clerk, Tuesday 19th April 2022 
 

A G E N D A 
 

43. Declarations of any Intentions to Record the Meeting 

 

44. Public Open Forum (15 minutes) - Fernwood Parish Council is committed to 
community engagement and therefore warmly invites members of public to 
contribute during this part of the meeting 

45. Apologies for absence   

 

46. Declarations of interest 
 

47. Newark and Sherwood District Council Officers to discuss the non-designated heritage 
asset  criteria with Fernwood Parish Council  (Oliver Scott and Megan Atkinson) 

 

48. Approval of the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting of 28th March 2022  

 

49. Councillors’ & Clerk’s Reports  

 

50. County Councillor and District Councillors reports  

 

51. Finance 
a. Bank reconciliation for the year to date to be noted 
b. Items of income to be noted 
c. Items of expenditure paid by Direct Debit/Standing Order to be noted and items of 

expenditure approved under delegated powers since the last meeting – to be noted 
d. Items of expenditure for consideration 

i. Parish Council insurance 
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ii. Fire Risk Assessment 
iii. Legionella Risk Assessment 

e. Council to consider the reviewing the Council’s Investment Policy (report attached) 
 

52. Planning and Licensing 

a. To consider the following applications:  

 
22/00732/S73M 

Solar 
Farm the 
Grange 
Cotham 
Lane  
Hawton 

Variation of conditions 2, 14 and 17 attached to planning permission 
20/01432/S73M to vary the proposed to amend the approved plans 
for changes to the dimension and layout of the DNO substation, 
equipment customer substation, storage and monitoring building and 
switchgear substation and transformers, additional swales and slight 
change in location of swales, 3 more CCTV 

b.  

c. To note the following decisions made by Newark and Sherwood District Council 

21/02679/S73M Field At 
Great North Road 
Fernwood 

Application to vary condition 2 (approved 
plans) and approve details for conditions 
7 (surface water drainage), 11 (foul water 
drainage),18 (construction management 
plan), attached to planning permission 
20/01177/FULM Proposed single petrol 
filling station forecourt building with 
associated drive thru, drive thru kiosk, 
6no car pump islands, canopy, HGV 
fuelling, dedicated parking, and 
landscaping. 

 
Grant Section 
73 Major 
Applications 

22/00245/FUL Cowtham House 
A1 Fernwood to 
Balderton 
Newark on Trent 

Change of use of agricultural building to 
one dwelling. 

Grant Full 
Planning 
Permission 

53. Policy 

Current policies to be reviewed: 
a. Village Hall Environmental Policy 

See item 51 for Investment Policy review 
 

54. To discuss and agree what Fernwood Parish Council can do to help Ukrainian Refugees in 
Fernwood 

 
55. Correspondence 

a. Email from Cllr Lee regarding the Parish Council’s letter raising concerns regarding 
Traffic Works and the Closure of Hollowdyke Lane 

b. Email regarding Bantycock – Council to consider whether NCC should measure the 
vibrations 

 
EXEMPT BUSINESS  

   
Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from 
the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972    
   
 

56. To consider the Parish Clerk’s working hours and location of work arrangements 
 
 

https://publicaccess.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=RA10EWLBKE100
https://publicaccess.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=RA10EWLBKE100
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MINUTES OF THE FERNWOOD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held on 28th March 2022 at 7pm 

at Fernwood Village Hall 
 

Present: Parish Councillors:  R. Cullen, H. Micah, J. Newton, B. Smith (Chair), J. 
Weale, M. Weale  

 Clerk: Marion Fox Goddard 

 County Councillor: J. Lee (from 19:00 to item 40) 

 District Councillor: I. Walker (from 19:50, from item 38 to item 40) 

Agenda, reports and accompanying information for this meeting is available on the Council’s 
website here: FERNWOOD PARISH COUNCIL (fernwood-pc.co.uk) 
 

31. Declaration of intentions to record the meeting 
Fernwood Parish Council and Councillor Lee. 

 

32. Public Forum 

Two residents joined the meeting to discuss the following issues: 

 

• Cars parked on pavement on Goldstraw Lane – It was reported that residents are still parking 

on the path making visibility pulling out of Youngs Avenue poor. This was discussed at some 

length. The resident will speak to car owners again – Parish Council to add an article to the 

October gazette regarding considerate parking and send resident NCC feedback that was 

received on mirrors. 

• Tall Silver Birches on Dale Green –– The resident has looked into solar panels requirements 

and established that the density of the trees further across Dale Green would be a problem 

for installing solar panels, so the Silver Birches are not the main issue. 

• Unclear who is responsible for maintenance of hedges affecting access to homes with shared 

access – Resident has sent further details to the Clerk so this can be investigated – 

Clerk/Councillor Cullen to look at details that have been sent but it is likely the resident will 

need to take legal advice on this. 

• Raised concerns regarding children damaging the trees on Dale Green. 

 

 

33. Apologies for absence 

None. 

 

34. Declarations of Interest 

 None. 

 

35. Approval of the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 21st February 2022  

The Parish Council minutes were approved as accurate record and signed by the Chair. Proposer: 

R. Cullen, Seconder: J. Weale, RESOLVED unanimously.  

 

36. Councillors & Clerk Reports 

Item 48 

https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=6823965d%2D3ea9%2D45ea%2Da298%2D1aeab310e63d%2Epdf&o=2022%2D3%2D28%2DMarch%2DFernwood%2DParish%2DCouncil%2DAGENDA%2D%281%29%2Epdf
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Councillor J Weale – Asked if there would be an agenda for the meeting with NSDC officers in May. 

Clerk confirmed that this will be issued closer to the date. 

 

Councillor Cullen – Reported that he had attended a liaison meeting with Barratt David Wilson 

Homes and Allison Homes earlier that day. BDWH plan to open some of their park equipment in July 

but not all of it. They have committed to sending projected delivery dates for public open spaces. 

MARCH Clerk’s report  Agenda Item 

Barratt David Wilson Homes (BDWH) transfer of the open spaces in central 
Fernwood as per the section 106 agreement to NSDC and then Fernwood Parish 
Council –Target date for completion: October 2022. Meeting has been scheduled 
with NSDC. 

21/46c 

Derry’s woodland purchase – We are very close to completion. As soon as we 
get this land into Parish Council ownership, we will arrange our suppliers to tidy 
up this area and make necessary repairs. 

21/30 
20/114g 
21/125di 

Trees – Awaiting date for tree surveys for the Village Hall and Dale Green. 
Contractor has been informed that we will require the tree work recommended 
for the woodland behind the nursery (once the land belongs to the Parish 
Council), so all this work is likely to be done together. 

22/8dii -iv 

Complaint regarding the grass/dyke maintenance at Hollowdyke Lane/Phoenix 
Lane - awaiting land transfer plans from BDWH which may help with clarifying 
who is responsible for the area in front of the substation. 

21/87e 

Townhill Square/Cormack Lane adoptions –– BDWH are awaiting an update on 
the  adoption from NCC – Cllr Lee has also received an enquiry regarding this 
and is seeking updates from County Council officers. Awaiting update from NCC. 

21/87h 

Signage for the park – is up and an article has been added to the April Fernwood 
Gazette.  

21/98 

Youth Initiative – Youth Club will open on 22/4/22. This has been covered in an 
article in the Fernwood Gazette and posts will be added to Fernwood social 
media closer to the time. Building induction has been conducted with the leader 
of the group. 

21/127 

Antisocial Behaviour – A meeting was held with NSDC’s CCTV manager to 
discuss options for permanent CCTV in this area. Clerk to work with Police and 
Antisocial behaviour officer to build a business case for this. 

21/149 

Radar speed signs on Goldstraw Lane/Dale Way – Cllr Lee is arranging a 
temporary solution but at this stage we do not have a date when they will be 
installed. 

21/152 
 

Administration Assistant – due to unforeseen circumstances, the role has 
become vacant again - Clerk to liaise with personnel committee regarding 
recruitment. 

21/156 

Meeting with local MP – This was requested on 9/2/22 (again) but so far no date 
has been offered. 

21/154 

Request for signage for Fernwood from the Balderton roundabout – Feedback 
from NCC  - they don’t want to do this at his time. 

21/154 

Coat of Arms – Letter has been sent to request the granting of Arms. They have 
requested some details about the initiation of Fernwood Parish Council which 
requires the Clerk to go to the Nottinghamshire Archives – Clerk to go. 

21/154 

Jubilee Celebrations – plans are well underway for a community celebration on 
the evening of 2/6/22. We have applied for a road closure to keep everyone safe. 

21/159 

Construction traffic improved directional signage – still not in place. We will get 
an update from Barratt David Wilson Homes when we meet them at the end of 
this month. 

 

Water Tower, Goldstraw Lane – broken fencing to the rear of the tower still has 
not been fixed. The owner met the Clerk on 21/3/22. He plans to resubmit the 
plans that were approved last time and wishes to work with the community. He 
has got quotes for the fencing but has received a letter from NCC which has 
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specific supplier requirements which he needs to check before instructing a 
contractor. 

Scrapyard – No further feedback from NCC regarding activity on this site. 
Correspondence has been copied to Cllr Lee as requested. Clerk to copy email 
to Councillor Lee again. 

22/6 

NSDC/NCC/National Highways were sent a letter regarding the concerns 
regarding all the traffic works and the closure of Hollowdyke Lane – National 
Highways have responded to say the work is not in their remit. No official 
response from NSDC. NCC response has been received via Councillor Lee – 
Clerk to add to the April agenda. 

22/24 

Dog Poo Complaint – A Facebook post has been added and the April Gazette 
has an article about this. NSDC has been contacted and they will be doing some 
patrols in the area. They do not have any signage that we can have at the 
moment but have committed to providing some when they have it. 

22/28g 

Ditches responsibility on Hollowdyke Lane – a note has been sent to NSDC 
regarding this and they have asked their solicitor to look into this. 

22/28f 

Representatives from Fernwood Parish Council met the Senior Construction 
Manager looking after the new services being built in Fernwood. The services 
will include a Petrol Station, Pret A Manger, Greggs, Burger King with drive 
through, Starbucks with drive through, Shop (brand to be decided), Gaming 
Zone, 42 HGV spaces, 12 EV charging spaces, Just Eat/Deliveroo will be used 
Petrol station/shop/fuel – 24 hours. A minimum of 65 jobs will be created. 
Roadworks - In approximately June/July, 8 weeks worth of roadworks will be 
required to do work to improve access to the site including some work on the 
B6326. This will need traffic control for this period. If there are no delays, 
Welcome Break aim to open the services at the end of September 2022. The 
Parish Council will meet with them monthly for updates. 

22/20 

NSDC’s Conservation Officers will come to the April Parish Council meeting to 
discuss non-heritage assets. 

22/28e 

Village Hall – Heating pipework has been booked. Remaining action points yet 
to be completed due to workload. 

 

 

37. County Councillor and District Councillors Reports 
Councillor Lee  - asked to be allowed to be included in the discussion in exempt item 42 or to 

meet with the Council after the meeting. The Council did not agree to either of these requests but 

did agree to meet with Councillor Lee at a future date. Clerk to arrange a meeting to discuss 

communications. 

- reported the following items regarding Fernwood: Funding has been allocated for great North 

Road/William Hall Way – Fernwood – Crossing improvements £25-£50,000 and cul de sac sign 

for Plum Way. 

- reported on further NCC county initiatives on education and potholes repairs.  

- invited Parish Councillors to join him on his weekly walkabouts and requested all 

communications to NCC be directed through him. 

 

Councillor Walker reported that NSDC is moving to cabinet style system in May. (This was 

covered at the beginning of item 38 when Councillor Walker arrived. 

38. Finance 

a. Bank reconciliation – noted.  

b. Year to date income – noted. 

c. Expenditure since last meeting under delegated powers/previously agreed expenditure -
noted 

https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=4c1a4f2f%2Db98f%2D406e%2Dbe10%2D9ccceb5987ba%2Epdf&o=2022%2D02%2D28%2DBank%2DReconciliation%2Dunsigned%2Epdf
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d. Items of Expenditure considered 

 

Expenditure Budget Area Total £ Decision 

i. J
Jubilee celebration 
expenditure - 

Events 5000 The Council unanimously agreed to spend 

up to £5000 on the Platinum Jubilee event. 

Prop.: R. Cullen, Sec.: M. Weale 

ii. P
Parish Online 
(mapping tool) 

Software/licen

ces 

118.80 Unanimously approved Prop.: R. Cullen, 

Sec.: J. Newton 

 

e. The Council noted the National Joint Council for Local Government Services 2021/22 

National Salary award. 

 

39. Policy 

New document considered: 

a. 2022/23 Action plan and 2021/22 review 
 
The Councillors unanimously agreed to approve this. Proposer: J. Newton, Seconder:  R. 
Cullen - Clerk to add to the Council’s website. 
 

Current documents that were reviewed: 
b. Expenses Policy 
c. Grants Policy 
d. Lone Working Risk Assessments 
e. Planning and Maintenance Strategy 
f. Training and Development Policy 
g. Village Hall Management Group Terms of Reference 

 
The Councillors unanimously agreed that no changes were required to items b-g. Proposer: 
M. Weale, Seconder: J. Newton. 

 

 

40. Correspondence  
a. Email encouraging feedback on the Boundary Commission for England (BCE) public 

consultation on its proposed map of constituencies – noted. 
b. NALC Guidance on what Councils can do to help the Ukraine – noted. The Council agreed 

to add Help for Ukrainians in Fernwood to the April agenda so the Council can formally 
discuss what Fernwood Parish Council can do to offer to help. Clerk to add to the agenda. 
 

 

The Council unanimously resolved to exclude the public and press. Proposer: R. Cullen, 
Seconder: J. Weale. 

 

 

EXEMPT ITEMS 
Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by s.100 of the Local 
Government Act 1972), the public and accredited representatives of newspapers be excluded from the 
meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Part 1 of schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972  

https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=9768a883%2D60ca%2D4bfd%2Dba2d%2Def6a216e4d7d%2Epdf&o=Action%2DPlan%2D2022%2D23%2E%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=df0c6741%2D607a%2D485d%2D80f3%2D6dc079e1d670%2Epdf&o=POLICY%2D%2D%2DExpenses%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=6ea62e95%2D76b4%2D4651%2Dbcdd%2D8a85616812e8%2Epdf&o=Grant%2Dpolicy%2Dand%2Dform%2D%281%29%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=7365caa4%2D91ca%2D40ff%2D8ed8%2Dcd0d877a66b4%2Epdf&o=Planning%2Dand%2DMaintenance%2DStrategy%2DJanuary%2D2020%2DADOPTED%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=87a8fbb0%2D5176%2D4f61%2D93d1%2D2255d29b9412%2Epdf&o=Fernwood%2DParish%2DCouncil%2DTraining%2Dand%2DDevelopment%2DPolicy%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=f16f0856%2D9d79%2D460a%2D8261%2Dc3c1f53b83a9%2Epdf&o=Village%2DHall%2DManagement%2DGroup%2DTerms%2Dof%2DReference%2D%2Epdf
https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR35Z-RhG0YYXbl1Q1h31qbmP85OSYRmG9BwZK3YEuDouU6P4rWSfWnEzWY
https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR35Z-RhG0YYXbl1Q1h31qbmP85OSYRmG9BwZK3YEuDouU6P4rWSfWnEzWY
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41. Personnel Committee Minutes 

The Council noted the Personnel Committee minutes. 

 

 
42. Consideration of the Personnel Committee’s recommendation on how to proceed with 

Communication issues with Nottinghamshire County Council  

The Council unanimously agreed to proceed with the recommendations made by the Personnel 

Committee. 

 

Meeting closed at 21:10 

 

 

 

Next Meeting Monday 25th April, 7pm Fernwood Village Hall 
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April Clerk’s report  
Agenda 
Item 

Barratt David Wilson Homes (BDWH) transfer of the open spaces in central 
Fernwood as per the section 106 agreement to NSDC and then Fernwood Parish 
Council – Target date for completion: October 2022. Meeting due to be held with 
NSDC in May. 

21/46c 

Derry’s woodland purchase – Last update from our solicitor was that we are awaiting 
a completion date from the seller’s solicitor. 

21/30 
20/114g 
21/125di 

Trees – Awaiting date for tree surveys for the Village Hall and Dale Green. 
Contractor has been informed that we will require the tree work recommended for 
the woodland behind the nursery (once the land belongs to the Parish Council) so all 
this work is likely to be done together. 

22/8dii -
iv 

Complaint regarding the grass/dyke maintenance at Hollowdyke Lane/Phoenix Lane 
- awaiting land transfer plans from BDWH which may help with clarifying who is 
responsible for the area in front of the substation. 

21/87e 

Townhill Square/Cormack Lane adoptions –– BDWH have confirmed that Townhill 
Square has been adopted.  We are awaiting an update on the adoption of the path 
at the end of Cormack Lane from NCC. 

21/87h 

Youth Initiative – Youth Club will start on 22/4/22.  21/127 

Antisocial Behaviour – A meeting was held with NSDC’s CCTV manager to discuss 
options for permanent CCTV in this area. Clerk work with Police and Antisocial 
behaviour officer to build a business case for this. 

21/149 

Radar speed signs on Goldstraw Lane/Dale Way – Cllr Lee is arranging a temporary 
solution. 

21/152 
 

Meeting with local MP – This was requested on 9/2/22 (again) but so far no date has 
been offered. 

21/154 

Request for signage for Fernwood from the Balderton roundabout – Feedback from 
NCC  - they don’t want to do this at this time. 

21/154 

Coat of Arms – Letter has been sent to request the granting of Arms. They have 
requested some details about the initiation of Fernwood Parish Council which 
requires a visit to the Nottinghamshire Archives – Councillors Smith and Harrison will 
visit to find the relevant information. 

21/154 

Jubilee Celebrations – plans are well underway for a community celebration on the 
evening of 2/6/22. We have applied for a road closure to keep everyone safe and 
are awaiting feedback. Event Management Plan being worked on. First advert was 
in the Fernwood Gazette. 

21/159 

Construction traffic improved directional signage – still not in place but a planning 
application has been submitted. 

 

Water Tower, Goldstraw Lane –broken fencing to the rear of the tower was due to 
be fixed on 9/10 April. 

 

Scrapyard – Feedback from Councillor Lee: The scrapyard is a complicated issue 
and has been passed over to officers   I will be leaving this in the offices capable 
hands to look at resolving the issue if it falls in Nottinghamshire county council's 
remit.  I do not intend to give a running commentary of the works and once we have 
an outcome I will make the parish council aware. This is in hand you can leave it to 
the county council to resolve or to pass on to the relevant authority if it's not in our 
remit.  

22/6 

NSDC/NCC/National Highways were sent a letter regarding the concerns regarding 
all the traffic works and the closure of Hollowdyke Lane – National Highways have 
responded to say the work is not in their remit. No official response from NSDC. 
Email from Councillor Lee – item 55a. 

22/24 

Item 49 
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Ditches responsibility on Hollowdyke Lane – a note has been sent to NSDC 
regarding this and they have asked their solicitor to look into this. No further 
feedback at this stage 

22/28f 

Representatives from Fernwood Parish Council met with Barratt David Wilson 
Homes  and Alison Homes staff at the end of March. They do plan to open some of 
the play equipment at the end of July but some of the equipment will be installed 
later in 2022. The construction is tending to move away from Fernwood Central now 
so the impact on residents should be minimal. Allison Homes first occupation date 
estimated September. They are constructing the roundabout at the edge of their site.  

 

Representatives from Fernwood Parish Council met the Construction Manager 
looking after the new services being built in Fernwood at the beginning of April.  
Information given:  Drainage being done now,, Steel work will begin at the end of this 
month, Shop will be Budgens,  Confirmed 12 electric charging spaces (6 double 
charging points).  Roadworks: Site investigation works being done 19-23 April – may 
require lane closure on B6326 (over bridge area), road widening works due 
beginning of July (8-10 weeks) – this will require lane closure/traffic management on 
the B6326. Target Opening-  end of September 2022.  

22/20 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

Page 10 of 32 

 
  

Bank Reconciliation Period Ending 31-Mar-22

Fernwood Parish Council

Prepared by: Marion Fox Goddard, Clerk

Date: 19 April 2022

Approved by:

Date:

£ Total £

TSB Current Account - Parish Council £1,161.11

TSB Reserve Account - Parish Council £70,533.75

Unity Trust - Parish Council £15,349.65

TSB Current Account - Village Hall £2,590.25

TSB Reserve Account - Village Hall £7,183.89

Unity Trust - Village Hall £16,553.43

Nationwide £83,928.27

Redwood £85,000.00

Virgin Money £85,722.50

Petty Cash None held

368,022.85

Less: any unpresented cheques/BACS payments at 31-March-2022 £0.00

Add: any unbanked cash / cleared cheques at 31-March-2022 £0.00

Net bank balances as at 31-March-2022 £368,022.85

CASH BOOK

Opening Balance £324,564.58

Add: Receipts in the year £174,586.63

Less:Receipts from 2020/21* -£58.50

Less: Payments in the year £131,069.86

£368,022.85

Ringfenced Amounts 

CIL £217,553.00

£217,553.00

*£58.50 cheque received in 2020/21 but paid in in 2021/22

The net balances reconcile to the Cash book (receipts and payments)

Closing balance per cash book as at 31-March-2022

Balance per bank statement as at 31-March-2022

Item 

51a 
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Agenda Item 51 – Finance 
b. Income 2021/22 up to 31/3/22  £  

Regular Hire 20,046.94 

Other Hall Hire 7305.41 

Bar profits 259.14 

CIL 59,615.59 

Precept 71619.00 

Interest 1710.04 

Advertising income 675.00 

Feed in tariff  1,468.68 

VAT reimbursement 1,786.83 

Youth Project External Funding 
NCC/NSDC 

10100.00 

Total 174,586.63 

c. Expenditure since last meeting under delegated powers/previously agreed expenditure 

Payee Budget Area Net £ VAT £ Total £ 
Payment 
Method 

Parish Council      

 Salaries, HMRC, pension (April)   4,952.02 BACS 

Amazon Individual items – laptop bag 26.67 5.33 32 CARD 

Amazon  Stationery 18.12 3.63 21.75 CARD 

Apogee Copiers and copies  5.55 1.11 6.66 DD 

Galaxy Stationery 12.24 2.45 14.69 CARD 

Hopkins Solicitors 
Woodland purchase – tree work 
costs 

1302.00  1302.00 BACS 

Unity Bank Bank Charges 18.00  18.00 BACS 

Zoom 
Software/licences 
Online meeting platform 

11.99 2.40 14.39 CARD 

Zurich Municipal Event Insurance 535.47  535.47 BACS 

Village Hall      

Ionos by 1&1 
 

Email provider & domain 7.98 1.60 9.58 DD 

Brighter Bills Utilities - Mobile Phones 27.98 5.60 33.58 DD 

Crown Utilities - Gas 262.51 13.13 275.64 DD 

JP Fire Fire extinguisher annual checks 55.00 11.00 66.00 BACS 

Lemonfresh Relief Cleaner 175.00  175.00 BACS 

Lightning Strike Lightning protection 120.00 24.00 144.00 BACS 

RB Wholesale Cleaning - Products 92.54 18.51 111.05 DD 

SSE Electricity 665.52 33.27 698.79 BACS 

Unity Bank Charges 18.00  18.00 BACS 

Viking Electrical Maintenance 500.00 100.00 600.00 BACS 
 

 

 

 

 

d. Items of Expenditure to be considered 

Expenditure Budget Area Net £ VAT £ Total £ 

iii. Parish Council Insurance Insurance 289.68 - 289.68 

iv. Fire Risk Assessment Fire Prevention 225.00 45.00 270.00 

v. Legionella Risk Assessment Legionella Prevention 395.00 79.00 474.00 
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Investment Policy Review 
 
Report by: Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
 
Date: April 7th, 2022 
 

1. Recommendations 

1.1 Members are asked to: 

 (i) Consider this report. 
 

 (ii) Approve the amended Investment Policy. 

2. Background 

2.1 The Parish Council’s Investment Policy was agreed in November 2021. 

 
 

2.2 The Parish Council will receive significant amounts of Community Infrastructure Levy 
(CIL) over the coming years, so the Council needs to consider how to invest this money. 
Previously the Council  has opted to open multiple bank accounts to spread the risk due 
to the £85,000 Financial Services Compensation Scheme.  

 

With nearly one million pounds worth of CIL receipts being estimated over the next year, 
the Council needs to consider alternative arrangements for the management of the 
money. 
 

2.3 

 

 

This report is submitted to Council so the Council can consider how to invest going 
forward. 

3.  Charities, Churches, and Local Authorities Investment Management Ltd. (CCLA) 

3.1 

 

 

 

 

 

CCLA manage investments for charities, religious organisations, and the public sector. 
Their products and services have a strong long-term performance record and are 
managed responsibly. 

 

CCLA provides an opportunity for the Parish Council to invest cash in a Deposit Fund 
which spreads the investment risk over a wide range of banks and other financial 
institutions. This reduces the investment risk associated with holding deposits in just one 
institution. 

 

CCLA operate two Funds: 

3.2 Cash Deposit Fund - Investing in their Cash Deposit Fund provides the opportunity of 
achieving a higher return than would be achieved through holding surplus funds in 
deposit accounts with its bank. These can be recalled with one day’s notice. 

 

 

3.3 

 

Local Authority Property Fund  - providing an opportunity to invest in property that should 
give an even higher return for any funds that will not be required to be returned over the 
medium to longer term. 

 

Appendix 1 has fact sheets about each of these funds 

Item 
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4. Investment Policy Review and Suggested Investment with CCLA 

4.1 Updates to  Fernwood Parish Council’s Investment Policy, are highlighted in Appendix 
2.  

4.2 At this point, the Council are asked to consider investing £500,000 into CCLA’s cash 
deposit fund. 

4.3 As CIL receipts build the Council can consider whether to apply to invest in the Property 
Investment Fund. An eligibility report would need to be commissioned (cost £795). Once 
the Council has experience of the Cash Deposit Fund and we are sure the estimated 
amounts of CIL are confirmed, the Council could consider this option.  
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Appendix 1: CCLA Funds Information
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Investment Policy 

Adopted on 15th November 2021  

Suggested amendments April 2022 

1. Introduction 
1.1 This policy is based on the SLCC Model Investment Policy © Copyright 2019 which 

members use and adapt within their own councils on the understanding that the copyright 
remains with the SLCC.  (The Society of Local Council Clerks is a company limited by 
guarantee and registered in England and Wales with company registration number 
10566132. Registered office: 8, The Crescent, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4EA). 
  

1.2 The Clerk has considered the SLCC’s model policy content carefully and adapted it to 
meet Fernwood Parish Council’s circumstances including adding Statutory Guidance on 
Local Government Investments (3rd Edition) Issued under section 15(1)(a) of the Local 
Government Act 2003 Appendix 1 contains the SLCC’s guidance notes. 

 
1.3 This policy is created under guidance issued by the Secretary of State for Communities 

and Local Government in accordance with the Local Government Act 2003. The extant 
guidance was issued by DCLG in 2010. 

 
 

1.4 Fernwood Parish Council acknowledges its responsibility to the community and the 
importance of prudently investing any reserves held by the Council. 

 
 

2. Objectives 
 

2.1 The general policy objective of the Council is prudent investment of its balances. The 
Council’s investment priorities are:  
 
(i) Security of reserves and then 
(ii) Liquidity of investments  

 
2.2 The Council will aim to achieve the optimum return on its investments commensurate 
with proper levels of security and liquidity. 

 
 

3. Investment Policy 
 

3.1 The Parish Council shall diversify its reserves between multiple relatively highly rated UK 
banks and building societies and  by appointing Charities, Churches, and Local Authorities 
Investment Management Ltd. (CCLA), for investment of surplus funds. The Parish Council 
shall only use specified investments as defined by DCLG guidance.  
 
3.2 A significant percentage of the Council’s bulked reserves shall be placed on interest 
bearing term/notice deposits. The Council will retain the 95 day term accounts with 
Nationwide Building Society and Redwood Bank.  
 
3.3 To retain liquidity these shall be placed with phased end dates i.e., there will always be 
some maturing sooner than others.  
 
3.4 No one investment shall be for a period longer than 24 months.  
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3.5 No investment shall be held with the council’s current bankers.  
 
3.6 The Parish Council shall only invest with banks/building societies which it defines as 
“High Credit Quality”. This being those with a credit rating of A with Moody’s Investors 
Service or BBB with Standard and Poor’s or Fitch Ratings Ltd.  
 
3.7 Investments shall be decided and placed by the Responsible Financial Officer having 
used due diligence including as a minimum finance search engines and ratings agencies. 
 

a. This shall be under the Full Council  
b. The actual movement of money shall be by the usual authorised signatories. 

 
3.8 The procedure for undertaking investments, considering the need for timely and speedy 
placing of deals) shall be documented by the Responsible Financial Officer and approved 
by the Full Council before any investments are placed.  
 
 
3.9 The Responsible Financial Officer shall review credit ratings of organisations in which 
the Council holds investments on an annual basis. Should the credit rating of an 
organisation fall below that specified under 3.6, the Responsible Financial Officer shall 
consult the Banking and Investments working group and take the appropriate action. 
 
3.10 A summary of current investments can be found in Appendix 2. 

 
 

4. Revision 
 

4.1 Any revisions to this policy shall be approved by the Full Council.  
 
4.2 The Full Council review this policy annually. 
 
4.3 Notwithstanding 4.2 this policy shall be reviewed in the event the Bank of England 
increases its base rate above 3% or the Financial Services Compensation Scheme is 
extended to cover the Parish Council. 
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Appendix 1: SLCC Guidance Note 

 

 

 ADVICE NOTE: Investments (England only)  
1. This Advice Note applies only to parish and Parish councils in England.  

2. Councils have the power to invest for any purpose relevant to their functions under any enactment, or for the 
purposes of the prudent management of their financial affairs (section 12 of the Local Government Act 2003, the 
‘2003 Act’).  

3. The Government has issued guidance on local government investments under section 15 of the 2003 Act (‘the 
Guidance’) and this has statutory force. The latest edition, which applies for accounting periods starting on or after 
1 April 2018, can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/capital-finance-guidance-on-local-
government-investments-second-edition Clerks/RFOs should download and read both the Guidance and the 
‘informal commentary’ annexed to it.  
 
4. The Guidance is mandatory where investments of a parish or Parish council exceed or are expected to exceed 
£100,000 at any point in a financial year (see paragraph 14 of the Guidance on page 2). Note that this is a lower 
limit than for the previous edition (see paragraph 11 of the non-statutory commentary on page 10). Parish or 
Parish councils where investments are expected to exceed £10,000 are encouraged to adopt the principles in the 
Guidance.  
 
5. ‘Investment’ in the Guidance is very widely defined (see paragraph 4 of the Guidance on page 1) and includes 
non-financial investments such as property investments. It follows that where councils own or lease property they 
need to be clear as to whether the property is held for the purposes of enabling the council to perform its 
functions or as an investment. This can be a difficult decision where a council expects or hopes to make a profit 
from property ownership.  

6. Where the Guidance is mandatory, or where a council has adopted the principles in the Guidance, the council 
must, at a Full Council meeting, adopt an investment strategy for each financial year (see paragraphs 15-19 of the 
Guidance on pages 2-3 and paragraphs 12-17 of the non-statutory commentary on pages 10-11).  

7. The key paragraphs in the Guidance are paragraphs 26-29 on page 4, discussing security, liquidity, and yield. 
Yield should always be a much less important factor than security and liquidity.  

8. A parish or Parish council has a number of powers to make loans to organisations and this is covered in 
paragraph 33-34 of the Guidance on page 5 and paragraph 27 of the non-statutory commentary on page 14. 
However as local councils do not publish a balance sheet there is no financial benefit to a local council in making a 
loan and it may put pressure on the borrower: it may be in everyone’s interest to make a grant instead.  

9. All councils need to have regard to paragraphs 48-50 of the Guidance (on page 8) and paragraphs 38-40 of the 
non-statutory commentary (on page 16) on capacity, skills and culture. With more devolution of services and assets 
to local councils many councils may want to consider whether a higher degree of professionalism is required.  
 
© Copyright 2019 SLCC Members may use and adapt these documents within their own councils on the understanding that the copyright 

remains with the SLCC. The Society of Local Council Clerks is a company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with 

company registration number 10566132. Registered office: 8, The Crescent, Taunton, Somerset TA1 4EA. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/capital-finance-guidance-on-local-government-investments-second-edition
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/capital-finance-guidance-on-local-government-investments-second-edition
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Appendix 2:  Current investments (7/4/22) 
Institution Type of 

Account 
Term 

(End 
date) 

Date of 
investment 

Rate of 
interest at 
time of 
investment 

Gross/AER 

Current 
Rate of 
interest 

Gross/AER 

Amount 
invested 

Nationwide 
Build 
Society 

95 day 
Saver 

Open 
ended 

28/2/20 1.1% 0.55% £83,263.36 

Virgin 
Money 

24 
months 
business 
account 

2 years 

7/11/22 

6/11/20 0.85% 0.85% 

Fixed rate 

£85, 000 

Redwood 
Bank 

95 Day 
Saver 

Open 
ended 

9/6/21 0.7% 0.7% £85,000 
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Village Hall Environmental Policy – current published policy can be read here 

 

 

 

 

Fernwood Village Hall Environmental Policy 

Revisions for consideration on April 25th 2022 

The Fernwood Village Hall Management Group is committed to protecting and actively promoting 
the improvement of the local environment.  

The Fernwood Village Hall Management Group will ensure that environmental priorities are 
integrated into the decisions it takes on all its services and will seek to:  

1) Make the most efficient use of energy. It will endeavour to use the minimum quantities of energy 
possible in accordance with the safe and efficient operation of its heating, lighting, plant and 
machinery. It will from time to time review its energy sources, energy using appliances and energy 
efficiency with a view to causing the least environmental impact. It will monitor consumption and 
eliminate excessive or unnecessary use. It will communicate to hirers and staff the means by 
which energy may be conserved, e.g. closing doors.  

2) Encourage those using the hall to walk, cycle and use public or communal transport as 
alternatives to the private car.  

3) Minimise and where possible eliminate all forms of pollution, using biodegradable chemicals 
where possible, and minimising use of solvents and lead-based paints. Users will be encouraged 
to avoid creating noise pollution, especially at night.  

4) Use the minimum quantities of water possible in accordance with its activities and ensure that 
the water it uses is both supplied and disposed of, in the purest condition possible, meeting 
statutory requirements. It will reduce leakage and eliminate excessive or unnecessary use, e.g. 
through avoiding unnecessary flushing of urinals when the hall is not in use. It will communicate to 
users and staff the need to conserve water e.g. turning taps off after use.  

5) Avoid waste and encourage the appropriate conservation, re-use and recycling of resources. It 
will reuse and recycle materials as far as possible and, if this is impractical, disposal by a means 
which will have the least impact on the environment and conforms to statutory requirements. It will 
encourage staff to minimise waste, including the provision of separate disposal facilities for 
recycling glass, tins and paper. It will also recycling green waste from the Village Hall garden. 

6) It will ensure that the potential environmental impact of any building projects will be assessed 
and minimised. This will include, where possible, methods of construction which make best use of 
resources; designs which result in low maintenance and high energy efficiency and the use of 
building materials from sustainable sources such as timber. It will encourage volunteers, hirers 
and staff to use and operate the building correctly to conserve energy and minimise waste.  

7) Promote a sense of responsibility and understanding for the environment and participation in 
environmental issues, by raising user and staff awareness, by information provision and open 
consultation with the local community.  

Item 

53a 

https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=33764c5d%2D15aa%2D4415%2Db137%2D2d4be167627f%2Epdf&o=Village%2DHall%2DEnvironmental%2DPolicy%2D%282%29%2Epdf
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8) It will seek, where possible, to purchase from local or regional suppliers, in order to maximise 
input to the local community and minimise carbon emissions from transport.  

9) Protect the health and well-being of all staff and visitors and improve and safeguard the quality 
of Fernwood Village Hall.  

10) Monitor, review and where possible improve performance each year with positive action on 
any areas of non-compliance. Any significant government legislative requirements will be 
addressed in recommended Government time frame where action is required before the next 
annual review date. 

 

Useful Links to consider: 

 

20 actions parish and town councils can take on the climate and nature emergency -   View PDF 
(friendsoftheearth.uk)  

 

Battery storage - advice-booklet-battery-storage.indd (cse.org.uk) 

 

Everybody’s talking about Carbon Change -  Everybody's Talking (everybodys-talking.org)  

 

Energy Savings Trust - Home - Energy Saving Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/print/pdf/node/140
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/print/pdf/node/140
https://www.cse.org.uk/downloads/advice-leaflets/renewables/advice-booklet-battery-storage.pdf
http://www.everybodys-talking.org/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/
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Last EPC Rating: July 2021 
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Item 
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(Text of email above in larger font below)        22/3/22 
 
Reference the letter you sent to the parish council  
 
 
 
Thank you very much for your letter hopefully this response will outline the information you required  
 
 
 
Further to my previous advice I can now update you further myself and offices at notts county council have 
sat down and looked at your letter and here is the  response for the parish council  
 
  
The application was well before my time as your county Councillors but I've made it my priority to speak 
with offices and District ,parish and county council to understand what was proposed and what will be 
coming forward in the future . 
 
 
 in respect of works currently in progress. The county council have also have made you aware that we have 
been and will continue to seek to minimise disruption by directing, as far as possible, that works are 
undertaken in a manner that is sensitive to traffic needs. Where possible this will include off-peak working 
but it is not possible to always use this type of technique. 
 
  
 
We will also continue to seek to coordinate works to minimise clashes between works, recognising the 
significance of this route to and from Fernwood. 
 
  
 
As I  have acknowledged, the principle of  closing  of Hollowdyke Lane was consulted upon and established 
as part of the planning permission for the Fernwood development. it is unlikely it could be reopened without 
a change to the planning permission. Any such change would need to be proposed by the developers, 
which is unlikely at this stage. 
 
  
 
The reason for the closure is due to the fact it was not considered to be of a suitable standard in terms of 
width and construction to cater for a significant increase in traffic. It would also appear visibility the out of 
the Lane onto Main Street is substandard due the adjacent bridge and boundary fence blocking visibility to 
the north. 
 
  
 
The county council  can confirm that the data relating to the number of accidents at this junction is relatively 
low.  However, a lack of recorded accidents  does not mean it is inherently safe. The lack of recent 
accidents is more likely to reflect the fact that Hollowdyke Lane has been closed for some time, and before 
that it was a very minor route with minimal traffic.  Opening it up for use by the residents of Fernwood would 
likely lead to a significant intensification of its use, which given its substandard width and visibility would 
result in highway safety issues. 
 
  
 
Opening of the Lane would also result in redistribution of local traffic in matter which was not considered in 
the transport assessment and documentation  provided in support of the planning application.  It would 
almost certainly lead to increased traffic flows in Balderton and adjacent villages.  Both Balderton and 
Coddington Parish Councils were supportive of the closure at the time of the application, it is unlikely they 
would support any move to reopen it post planning.   
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In view of the above it is unlikely that there would be support for an application to remove the requirement 
to close the Lane should one be forthcoming. 
 
  
 
I hope that this above will enable you to respond to the parish. 
 
 
 
Yours cllr lee  
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Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On 28 Mar 2022, at 13:49, office@fernwood-pc.co.uk wrote: 
>  
> Good afternoon, 
>  
> Thanks for your message. The Parish Council are meeting tonight if you'd like to come for the 
public forum at 7pm. Alternatively I can add your note for the Council to discuss at their April 
meeting (25th). Let me know what you'd prefer please. 
>  
>  
> In the meantime, I suggest you submit a complaint direct to NCC Customer Service Centre 
enquiries@nottscc.gov.uk 
>  
>  
>  
>  
> Best wishes,  
>  
> Marion Fox Goddard 
> Parish Clerk 
> Fernwood Parish Council  
> Email: clerk@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
> Tel: 01636 613024 
>  
>  
>  
>  
> -----Original Message----- 
> From:  
> Sent: 24 March 2022 09:16 
> To: office@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
> Subject: Further fallen edging tiles 
>  
> Dear Marion  
>  
> I’m not sure it’ll it was during your tenure or before your time, but when the quarry blasts were 
first felt, I asked the parish council for help.  
>  
> Cllr Harrison conducted a visit to my property, without my consent or knowledge and declared 
the broken/fallen tiles as broken terracotta pots, which was not the case. 
>  
> As the work moves nearer, I thought I’d update the council and Cllr Harrison to the growing pile 
of terracotta (not pots) and the tiles that have also fallen from a property at the top of our street. I 
maintain that the quarry is to blame. 
>  
> Perhaps the council could ask Notts County Council to attend again and measure the vibrations, 
without this time informing the quarry, who last time had suspiciously small blasts on the day the 
officer visited. 
>  
> Regards  
>  
>  
 

Item 
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