
As autumn arrives, the Parish Council continues to work on a range of
projects while looking ahead to community activities. We’re making small
improvements in the woodland including new habitats and bug houses,
moving ahead with plans for the village hall to extend for users and also
looking at sports provisions for all ages. This is alongside work across the
community, reviewing planning applications and supporting the office
team with day-to-day activities. If you have anything you would like
councillors to consider, please do attend a meeting to reach out.

We'd like to thank everyone who came to the Summer event and Safari,
which were both a fantastic success. Now we move into the colder months,
we still have plenty coming up. Our annual Pumpkin Carving Competition
returns this October, followed by Remembrance events and Christmas
celebrations to help bring the community together. Keep an eye on our
social media channels for further details. If you are interested in getting
involved, do reach out to the staff team at the village hall. 

Residents are also doing some great work in the community, including the
litter picking Wombles every Sunday and new groups at the village hall.
Well done to all whom have volunteered and continue to support!
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Contact us

As always, thank you for
your continued support of
the community in
Fernwood including
events and general
improvements. We look
forward to seeing many of
you at our upcoming
events or meetings. Please
do feel free to reach out to
the clerk with any
questions, ideas or
suggestions or speak to
one of the Parish
Councillors when out and
about. We love hearing
new ideas for all residents
in Fernwood!
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Our meetings
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Office opening times:   
Monday - Friday

10am –1pm

Fernwood Parish Council, Fernwood Village Hall, Rubys
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS

Email: office@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
Telephone: 01636 613024

Councillors meet most
months to discuss issues and
plans. These meetings are
published online
beforehand. Residents are
welcome at the first 15
minutes for open discussion,
to raise any concerns or ask
any questions regarding the
agenda. Our minutes and
agendas are posted online, as
well as on our noticeboards
which are on the side of the
village hall and on
Goldstraw Lane, opposite
the clock tower. 

Parish Councillors are
unpaid volunteers who
undertake the role in their
spare time. Any formal
requests should be directed
to the Clerk.

Upcoming meeting details:   
Monday 19  October th

Monday 16  November th

Residents are always
welcome to come into the
parish council office in the
village hall if they have any
queries. You can also follow
our Facebook page for
regular updates on the
Council’s work. 

A message from: Councillor Wood
Autumn is on our doorstep and darker
evenings are settling in. As the seasons
change, please remember that all anti-social
behaviour is still of note and should be
reported to the appropriate authorities. We
are looking forward to the next few months
from trick or treating on Halloween and the
festival of Remembrance from 8-11
November with a parade on Main Steet
Balderton 8 Nov @10:45 to St.Giles church
and to the Methodist church.  
December is also on our radar with some great festive events at the
Village Hall. And the Fernwood Wombles are not just fair-weather
litter pickers, the majority of us will endeavour to continue through
the autumn/winter months. We meet every Sunday at 10am meeting
outside The Brews Café. You might have noticed the new larger bins
around the playing field and playpark; these should help to reduce
the old overflowing bin issues. Any issues, please do stop for a chat!
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Our fantastic Fernwood Wombles are always looking for more volunteers to help keep our village looking
its best at their regular litter pick. If you can spare an hour, they meet most Sunday’s at 10:00am, meeting

outside Brews. Check social media for updates on times! They bring all the equipment you’ll need so
whether you're a regular or it's your first time, everyone is welcome. Every extra pair of hands makes a

difference! Come along, meet your neighbours, and help keep Fernwood clean and tidy. The Parish
Council would like to say a huge thank you to those who have supported and the Wombles for their

fantastic work keeping Fernwood tidy. Please do support them if you can!

F E R N W O O D  W O M B L E S  L I T T E R  P I C K



annual pumpkin carving
competition

Our popular Village Pumpkin Carving Competition is back this October, and we can't wait to see your spooky,
silly and spectacular creations! Whether you're a seasoned pumpkin artist or giving it a go for the first time,

everyone is encouraged to take part. Get the whole family involved and show off your creativity.

How to enter:
Carve your pumpkin at home.

Drop your entry off at the Village Hall before Friday 30th October.
Entries will be displayed for everyone to enjoy, with judging taking place shortly afterwards.

There are prizes to be won so get carving and join in the Halloween fun! 
We look forward to seeing all of your fantastic creations.
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A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for
this year's Fernwood Summer Event back in July.
It was wonderful to see so many residents enjoying
a fantastic and very sunny afternoon together.

From the live music, local stall holders and a  
range of children's activities, there was something
for everyone. The food vans proved incredibly
popular, the bouncy castle kept youngsters
entertained throughout the day, and the annual
Scarecrow Competition was once again a huge
success, with some wonderfully creative entries on
display. It will be back next year so get thinking!

Events like these simply wouldn't be possible
without the dedication of so many people behind
the scenes. Thank you to all of the Parish Council
staff and councillors who helped organise, set up
and run the day. Your hard work made another
great community event! See you again next year...

S U M M E R  E V E N T  2 0 2 6
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The Parish Council continues to work closely with
Nottinghamshire Police and the District Council to address anti-
social behaviour in Fernwood. The Clerk has met regularly with
local police to discuss ongoing concerns, and CCTV footage is
shared with the relevant authorities whenever requested to
support investigations. We are aware there is an ongoing issue
with e-bikes and scooters in the main playpark areas and have
informed police of this.

We'd also encourage residents to attend the regular Police
Surgeries held at the Village Hall, where you can raise concerns
and speak directly with your neighbourhood policing team.

Most importantly, please report all incidents of anti-social
behaviour directly. Action and resources are allocated based on
reports; if issues aren't reported, they aren't reflected in the data
used to determine policing priorities. 

If you witness anti-social behaviour, please report by:
Calling 101 (or 999 in an emergency).
Completing the Anti-Social Behaviour reporting form on
Newark and Sherwood District website for less urgent
reports.

T A C K L I N G  A N T I - S O C I A L
B E H A V I O U R
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NSDC

Working together to tackle dog fouling in Fernwood 
Fernwood Parish Council is pleased to be working with Newark and Sherwood District Council to
help reduce dog fouling across the village. 

What’s happening? Potential new bins. Following a review of dog fouling hotspots, the Parish
and District Councils are exploring whether additional bins could be installed in key locations.
Any proposed sites will need to be assessed and appropriate permissions obtained. If suitable
locations can be identified and approved, additional bins could make it easier for residents and
dog walkers to dispose of on-the-go rubbish and dog waste responsibly. 
 
Friendly reminder signage Signage from Keep Britain Tidy’s well-
known campaign, “There’s No Such Thing as the Dog Poo Fairy”, has
already been installed at dog fouling hotspots around the village. These
eye- catching signs remind dog owners to pick up after their pets.
Stickers on general waste bins emptied by Newark and Sherwood
District Council also reinforce the message that "any bin will do" when it
comes to disposing of dog waste. Evidence shows that clear, well-placed
signs can help encourage responsible behaviour and reduce dog fouling. 

Report full or overflowing bins QR code stickers have been added to
dog waste bins across Fernwood, making it quicker and easier for
residents to report full or overflowing bins through the Newark and
Sherwood District Council website.  A reminder that dog waste can be
disposed of in both public litter bins and dog waste bins while out
walking your dog. At home, pet waste should be placed in your
household general waste bin, not in public bins. Disposing of household
pet waste in public bins is classed as fly- tipping and can cause bins to
overflow, making them unavailable for other users. 

We're excited to be working with Newark and Sherwood District Council
on this campaign. Keep an eye on our social media channels for
updates. 

Follow Fernwood Parish Council at @Fernwoodparishcouncil 

Follow Newark and Sherwood District Council at @NSDCouncil 

Help us keep Fernwood clean 

Dog fouling, litter, graffiti, fly-tipping and overflowing dog poo bins can all
be reported quickly and easily on the NSDC website using this QR code. 
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Fernwood Central Residents Association (FCRA)
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Our notice board was recently demolished by an anonymous careless parker a little while ago. The Association
bought replacement parts and now Richard and his FirstPort team on Fernwood kindly resurrected it for us. Many
thanks to them for their help with this.

Meanwhile, elsewhere in Central Fernwood, we wondered what FirstPort were doing with our money. At our AGM,
that had been delayed to enable the FirstPort management to attend and present our overdue Accounts and Budget,
they announced that they had “recalled” the accounts for 2024/25. This was version 2 and called the “Final
Accounts”. At the same time, they recalled the Budget for 2026/27 that commenced on 1st June 2026. Accounts for
2024/25 version 3 has been provided on Creatio and we have been examining it prior to a meeting. At the time of
writing, we are still waiting for version 2 of the budget. For anyone who is interested, the total expenditure for
Fernwood Central was £453,201 of which the management fee was over £162,000. We are pressing for an
explanation of the changes to the Accounts and what the nearly £37,000 had been spent on from our Reserves,
which has depleted it to just over £24,000. The account for the S1 area, which is for all of the open spaces, was
overspent by nearly £15,000. We may expect an additional bill to cover this.

Have you looked at the accounts and budget for your part of Fernwood recently? It is worth looking to ensure that
you are content with how your fees have been spent. We are always looking for a fresh pair of eyes to check this out
and provide a new opinion. Could you help?

For any queries on Fernwood management issues, or on the budget or accounts, please contact our Property
Manager Vanessa Crane at: vanessa.crane@firstport.co.uk You are welcome to attend our meetings which are
usually held on the last Wednesday of the month in the Village Hall with the agenda posted on our noticeboard and
on our web site. The meeting schedule is also published on our web site at www.myfernwood.org

We can be contacted at Fernwoodra@duck.com







Registered Charity No. 1155042

FERNWOOD SAFARI

A huge thank you to everyone who took part in the
second ever Fernwood Safari sale around the village
recently. A great day was had by many, whether
clearing out and selling or grabbing a bargain. There
were clothes, toys, books and baked goods on offer -
plus many stalls at the village hall for residents to enjoy.
This year we also had many visitors from Balderton
come along as they too had their sale on the same day.
It’s great to see the two communities coming together.
All money raised from maps sold in Fernwood will be
donated to Jerry Green so thank you again for getting
involved and taking part. 

Cllr Shepherd is planning for the event to return next
September. Anyone wishing to get involved or
volunteer to lend a hand with the event should get in
touch! 
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County Councillor Update
Over recent months, I have worked hard to make sure Fernwood receives the road maintenance it needs and that
residents’ concerns are taken seriously. A significant programme of patching and protective works has now taken
place across Fernwood. In several locations, drilling and investigation work showed that sections of the road were
already close to failure, while some areas had begun to deteriorate. By carrying out preventative work now, rather
than waiting for those roads to fail completely, we can help extend the life of the surfaces by around ten years.
That is important for residents and for council taxpayers. Preventative maintenance is considerably better value
than allowing roads to deteriorate to the point where full reconstruction is needed. The work carried out in
Fernwood should therefore protect our local roads for years to come while potentially saving tens of thousands of
pounds in more costly repairs later. 

I have continued to push officers and Via to make sure Fernwood gets the attention it deserves, but I have also
been clear when the delivery of the programme has not been good enough. Highways officers have themselves
acknowledged that there have been “speed wobbles” in the wider rollout and that they have “dropped the ball on
some of the basics”, particularly when it comes to communication with residents and giving enough notice before
work begins. They have now committed to getting letters out earlier, notifying wider areas and updating residents
more quickly when plans change. I welcome that acknowledgement, but I will continue pressing for
improvements where the service falls short. My priority remains making sure Fernwood gets good-quality road
improvements, better communication and the best possible value for residents. 
I will keep residents updated as the programme progresses and continue raising problems with officers whenever
they are brought to me.
Councillor Johno Lee 
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