
It’s been an exciting few months for Fernwood and continues to
stay busy as we move into the Autumn and Festive period in the
village. A highlight has undoubtedly been the opening of the new
play park over the summer. After a long wait, it’s been
wonderful to see children and families enjoying the space and the
feedback has been overwhelmingly positive. Thank you to all
residents for your patience while the project was completed and
whilst we completed some additional works at the end of
September. As discussed, we’re now moving forward with plans
to install CCTV to help keep the park safe for everyone.

We’re also pleased to welcome two new councillors via co-option
at our September meeting, Drew and Jules. They have already
hit the ground running and bring fresh energy and ideas; you
will likely see them at some of our events in the coming months!

Looking ahead, Fernwood will be taking part in Remembrance
Day commemorations this November, and we hope many of you
will join us in paying tribute. We’ve also been consulted about
proposals for a new Tesco, Costa, and additional drive-thru
facilities near the business park. At this stage, we are awaiting
further information, but we will continue to update residents as
soon as we know more.

As the year draws to a close, the excitement is building for our
Festive celebrations. 
The Christmas Craft Market and of course our Fernwood
Community Christmas event will return for the third year – with
Christmas crafts and a special visit from Santa and his grotto in
the garden! Thank you, as always, for your continued support
and community spirit. We look forward to seeing you at the
upcoming events.
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Office opening times:   
Monday - Friday
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Fernwood Parish Council, Fernwood Village Hall, Rubys
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS

Email: office@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
Telephone: 01636 613024

I say this a lot, but it really has been busy in Fernwood recently.
The new park, planning applications, events over the summer and
planning ahead - we’ve got plenty going on! A special thank you
to everyone involved in the first ever Safari Sale back in
September. It was fun to organise and the feedback was excellent,
so I look forward to planning another in 2026! Me and the team
in the village hall are also busy planning Halloween and
Christmas; plus we’re already looking ahead to next year with
some new events to bring the community together. 
I have also taken on the challenge of organising a community
group to oversee the new planters being fitted at the village hall.
It’s great to be joined by two new councillors! Being a Parish
Councillor is voluntary; unlike other councillors we’re unpaid and
all of us undertake the role around day jobs and busy families. It
is great that Drew and Jules are joining us at the Parish Council
and their time is much appreciated. As always, if you have any
questions or ideas for the Parish Council please do get in touch.
We’re all happy to chat! 

Councillors meet most
months to discuss issues
raised by residents, planning
& strategy. These meetings
are published online
beforehand. Residents are
welcome at the first 15
minutes  for open discussion,
to raise any concerns or ask
any questions regarding the
agenda. Our minutes and
agendas are posted online, as
well as on our noticeboards
which are on the side of the
village hall and on
Goldstraw Lane, opposite
the clock tower. 

Upcoming meeting details:  

Council meeting 
Monday 20  Octoberth

Monday 17th November 
Monday 19th January 2026 

Residents are always
welcome to come into the
parish council office in the
village hall if they have any
queries. 

You can also follow our
Facebook page for regular
updates on the Council’s
work. 

A message from: Councillor Shepherd
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A huge thank you to everyone who took part in and
supported the very first Fernwood Safari event in
September! It was a huge success with lots of bargains to be
found. From garden and garage stalls, to the craft fair at the
Village Hall it was wonderful to see our community come
together for a fun-filled day. Everyone was raving about
some of the cakes baked and we hope you all enjoyed
meeting neighbours & finding a bargain. The creativity and
effort was lovely to see. We are especially pleased that the
money raised from the sale of maps has been donated to
local charity Gifts from Fairies, helping to spread the joy
even further and also to St John’s Ambulance. 

Thank you once again to all who joined in, whether by
hosting, buying, or browsing. We look forward to making
the Fernwood Safari an annual tradition and will see you all
again next September. If you have any feedback or would
like to get involved in planning do reach out to Councillor
Shepherd for more information. 

F E R N W O O D  S A F A R I   



This Halloween the parish council are organising a special pumpkin carving
competition at the village hall 

How to enter:
Carve your pumpkin at home then 

drop it off at the Village Hall 
Prizes for the best pumpkins!

Winners will be announced on Halloween and all entries will be displayed in
the Village Hall gardens on Halloween night for everyone to enjoy.

 Big or small, spooky or silly — all pumpkins welcome!

Please deliver all entries to the village hall by 12PM on
Friday 31  October  st

Pumpkin carving competition 



Drew Armstrong 
I’m a former headteacher who specialized in Social, Emotional and Mental Health
education. I worked in schools across Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire, specializing
in the age ranges of 4 to 18. After 21 years i decided that I wanted a new challenge, a
little closer to home, and decided to change careers. I now work at Currys following
one of my hobbies as a Laptop engineer. I have lived in Fernwood since November
2011 with my family. We frequently take an active role in local community activities
such as the Scarecrow competition and the recent Fernwood Safari. Previously, I had
also volunteered as a marshal for the Fernwood firework displays. I’m looking
forward to assist with the local community.

M E E T  O U R  N E W  C O U N C I L L O R S

This November the Parish Council will attend a variety of
Remembrance Day memorial events to represent residents of
Fernwood. Remembrance Sunday is a national opportunity
to remember the service and sacrifice of all those that have
defended our freedoms. As usual, this will include attending a
parade in Balderton, formal event at the air museum and
attending the church service in Claypole as well as laying
wreaths at the war memorial on the Great North Road. 

We remember the Armed Forces, and their families, from
Britain and the Commonwealth, the vital role played by the
emergency services and those who have lost their lives as a
result of conflict or terrorism.

Fernwood has war history primarily tied to the use of the
nearby RAF Balderton airfield during World War II as a
troop carrier and transport base for both the Royal Air Force
and the United States Army Air Forces. RAF Balderton
Research Group have a wealth of information for any
residents interesting in learning more about Fernwood’s
history throughout the war. 

R E M E M B E R A N C E  D A Y

Jules Wood 
I am an ex-member of the Armed Forces. I served 28 years in the Royal Air Force
as an intelligence analyst until I left the service in October 2023. I am a standard
bearer for Balderton Royal Air Force Association and carry the airbridge
standard for Newark & surrounding areas. 
I work in Fernwood at Onestop and also live in the village. Having lived on
Fernwood for the last 10 years I would like to give time to the ever increasing
Fernwood community. 
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https://www.facebook.com/RAF-Balderton-Research-Group-1677047272537106/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/RAF-Balderton-Research-Group-1677047272537106/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE
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Over the last few months the Parish Council have been busy dealing with multiple planning
applications and updates including from Permission and speaking at the full council meeting. This
includes reviewing the plans for the potential Tesco, Costa and drive thru restaurant. Alongside the
team and councillors usual work of liaising with developers and other councillors, we’ve been focussed
on lots of other projects. The play park is now open after 18 months of hard work, including phase
two of introducing CCTV. We’ve continued to develop the village hall gardens with the introduction
of new planters for the community plus looking forward to our bulb planting week in October. 

We’re now heavily focussed on planning the festive activates this winter; the pumpkin carving
competition, Christmas market and Fernwood Community Christmas event, plus small community
events such as the MacMillan coffee morning in September.  The Village hall staff are instrumental in
delivering these projects and they have also been busy recruiting a replacement caretaker since ours
retired in the summer. We are also pleased to announce that Claire has accepted the role of Assistant
Clerk and will continue to support Darryl on all things Fernwood. Councillors all tend to work
collaboratively on projects, whilst also having our own areas of interest. If there’s something you think
would benefits residents or the village, please do reach out to the Clerk or to councillors directly to
discuss any ideas. 

P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  P R O J E C T S

Plans were shared a few months ago regarding a new proposed Tesco supermarket, Costa and a
unidentified restaurant for Fernwood. Whilst no formal plan has yet been submitted to Newark and
Sherwood District Council, Newsholme Developments have asked for public feedback. The deadline has
now passed but we hope residents did give feedback on the development during this time. It is worth
noting that the Parish Council can only act as a consultee during planning applications and have no actual
authority to approve or decline applications. Should a formal application be submitted it would likely be
discussed by councillors at an upcoming meeting which residents will be invited to attend. 

T E S C O  A P P L I C A T I O N





Church activities

F E R N W O O D  C O M M U N I T Y
C H U R C H  U P D A T E

Want to learn more about Christianity?

It has been so good to see many new faces at our Sunday services. It
seems that in Fernwood and surrounding area, something similar is
happening as what we’re hearing from across the county. Last year,
a nationwide survey was held, showing a significant increase of
Bible reading, Bible sales and church attendance. A ‘quiet revival,’
that’s how the researchers of the Bible Society called it. ‘Quiet’,
because it’s not some big show or society-shaking change, but
rather a ‘surely but steady’ increase. God is at work, the good news
about Jesus Christ is going out!
Perhaps you’ve been wondering too, seeing recent events in the
news, or hearing Christians speaking on many big-name podcasts.
Perhaps you’d like to learn a bit more, or read a Bible. You’re not
the only one! But maybe you don’t know where to start, or you’ve
got some serious questions. We would love to help you, get to know
you, share more about our hope and confidence and joy! If  this is
you, please don’t hesitate to get in touch, via
hello@fernwoodchurch.org.uk or
https://www.facebook.com/FernwoodChurch -- or, even better:
come and join us on a Sunday, and you can ask your question over
a cuppa after the service! You’ll be very warmly welcomed, and see
something of what it means to know and worship God. 
See you soon!? 
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https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/research/quiet-revival
mailto:hello@fernwoodchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/FernwoodChurch
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As you will have seen, the village hall has been hosting many
delicious food outlets in the carpark. It’s proven really popular and
we’re excited to continue bringing delicious tastes from around the
world right to our doorstep. We’d like to say a huge thank you to
the team at the village hall who came up with this idea and work
hard to coordinate behind the scenes!

Residents can look forward to a tempting variety of cuisines, with
Korean street food from Kola Kitchen, freshly made waffles from
Rose & Anchor, and authentic Greek dishes from George is
Cooking! It’s the perfect chance to enjoy something different
without travelling far. Plus the village hall team are always on the
lookout for new vendors to add to the collection. If you know of
any, please feel free to drop an email over so we can investigate!

The schedule changes constantly, so be sure to keep an eye on the
Village Hall Facebook page for updates on which trucks will be
visiting and when. Make sure you come along, support these local
traders, and treat yourself to some fantastic food!

F E R N W O O D  F O O D  V A N S

C O M M U N I T Y  
G A R D E N

Residents have spoken heavily about
wanting allotments in the village.
Unfortunately, as the Parish Council do
not own any suitable land, we are awaiting
news from the developers on their
timescales to deliver allotments as part of
their plans. 

In the meantime, we are excited to have
added four new planting boxes to the
village hall garden. This is with the
intention of a small community group
looking after the garden. The Parish
Council will support with funding for
bulbs, tools and equipment. We are also
working with Blossoms and Fernwood
Day Nursery to give opportunity for
children in Fernwood to get involved with
the garden. 

If you’d like to get involved feel free to
reach out to Councillor Shepherd for more
information. 
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It was a great privilege to be re-elected in May, and I am honoured to continue representing you for the next few years until
the unitary authority elections are held. Serving our community is something I never take for granted, and I am determined
to keep working hard on your behalf.
 
One of the proudest moments of my time as councillor has been pushing forward the long-awaited expansion of Fernwood
Primary School. This is something I have worked tirelessly on for three years, and I am delighted that it is finally moving
ahead. With our community continuing to grow, this investment in our children’s education is vital.
 
I also welcomed the opening of the missing section of the Southern Link Road (SLR). It has been a long time coming, and
its completion will ease congestion and support future development, while giving residents better connections across the
area. I now look forward to the next phase of the SLR opening next year, which will be another major step forward for the
whole community.
 
Looking ahead, highways remain one of my top priorities. I have already secured significant resurfacing works in parts of
Balderton and Newark, and I am continuing to press for improvements in and around Fernwood. Speeding, safe crossing
points, and road repairs are all issues I know matter to you, and I will keep raising them with Nottinghamshire County
Council until we see real results. I will also continue to focus on protecting local green spaces and making sure Fernwood
gets its fair share of investment as our community grows. Thank you again for the trust you have placed in me. Please don’t
hesitate to get in touch if  you have concerns or ideas you would like me to take forward.
 
Cllr Johno Lee

County Councillor Update









Tom, 50, assumed that contributing to his workplace pension would
be enough. 

 After a quick review, I showed Tom that he was going to be short of
income in retirement.

 
The good news? He still had time to fix it.

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN! FIND OUT IF YOU’RE HEADING
FOR FINANCIAL FREEDOM, OR FINANCIAL FRUSTRATION.

Book your FREE discovery call by
scanning the QR code

 

IS YOUR PENSION
ENOUGH? OR ARE

YOU HEADING FOR A
SHORTFALL?

MOST PEOPLE DON’T REALISE THE GAP UNTIL IT’S TOO
LATE.

 

Jacob Wright BA Hons, DipPFS, CII (MP&ER)
Independent Financial Planner & Coach

07771 310791 | jacob.wright@fintuity.com

Fintuity Limited is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct

Authority under reference number 814106

fi ntu ity



BESPOKE CARPENTRY
& JOINERY 

• PERGOLAS • TABLES
• GARDEN STRUCTURES 

• GAZEBOS • DECKING
• SHELVING 

FR EE
QUOTES & 

ADVICE 

07902 645513 
dom@dw woodcraft.co.uk

dwwoodcraft.co.uk
Instagram @dw_woodcraft

Facebook DWWoodcraft




