
Welcome to the July 2026

Summer is in full swing and there’s plenty happening across Fernwood.
Alongside our ongoing work supporting residents and key projects, we’re looking
forward to a busy and exciting season of community events. The Summer Family
Event is just around the corner and promises to be a fantastic day for residents of
all ages to come together on Saturday 25th July. Looking further ahead,
preparations are also underway for the return of the Fernwood Safari in
September. We’ll continue to keep residents updated on our projects, priorities
and upcoming activities through the Gazette and our online channels. We hope to
see you at one of our events over the coming months and wish everyone a
wonderful summer.
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Telephone: 01636 613024

Contact us



P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  U P D A T E

Our meetings
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Office opening times:   
Monday - Friday

10am –1pm

Fernwood Parish Council, Fernwood Village Hall, Rubys
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS

Email: office@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
Telephone: 01636 613024

As we head into the warmer months, there’s plenty to look forward to in
Fernwood. We’re excited for another fantastic summer of community
events, including the return of our popular summer event and Fernwood
Safari this September. More info coming soon on how to sign up! These
events take a huge amount of time to organise, and I’d like to thank the
office team for their continued time, enthusiasm and support. Alongside
events, we’re also pleased to welcome a range of new food vans to the village
hall over the coming months. Keep an eye on our social media channels for
dates and details.

Councillors have been busy reviewing planning applications, working with
developers  and progressing plans for the village hall expansion. It’s worth
remembering we are volunteers, but will always do our best to help or direct
residents. Finally, a reminder as we move into summer that any incidents of
anti-social behaviour should be reported to the appropriate authorities.
Reporting concerns helps build an accurate picture of issues affecting our
community and enables action to be taken where needed. I will be absent
from a few meetings in the coming months due to having a baby, but please
do reach out to the clerk or other councillors with any issues or concerns.  

Councillors meet most
months to discuss issues and
plans. These meetings are
published online
beforehand. Residents are
welcome at the first 15
minutes for open discussion,
to raise any concerns or ask
any questions regarding the
agenda. Our minutes and
agendas are posted online, as
well as on our noticeboards
which are on the side of the
village hall and on
Goldstraw Lane, opposite
the clock tower. 

Parish Councillors are
unpaid volunteers who
undertake the role in their
spare time. Any formal
requests should be directed
to the Clerk.

Upcoming meeting details:   
Monday 20  Julyth

Monday 21  September st

Monday 19  October th

Monday 16  November th

Residents are always
welcome to come into the
parish council office in the
village hall if they have any
queries. You can also follow
our Facebook page for
regular updates on the
Council’s work. 

A message from: Councillor Shepherd
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The Parish Council continue to explore ways of developing Costall Woods, near the day nursery for the
benefit of residents and local wildlife. Last year we met with several contractors on initial ideas, many of
whom supported the approach to continue to protect as much as possible and essential tree works when
needed. The council continues to be committed to supporting the area and balancing our legal duty to
maintain the trees and public safety. In exciting news, we’re moving forward with plans for new bird
houses to be installed to support several species in the woods, as well as bat houses. We're also moving
ahead with the plan to install new bug houses later this summer to support the growth of creepy crawlies
in the woodland. Please note, all will be installed to avoid nesting season. 

C O S T A L L  W O O D S
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Following the success of last year's inaugural
event, we are delighted to announce the return of
the Fernwood Safari this September. Now in its
second year, the Safari has quickly become one of
Fernwood's most anticipated community events,
bringing residents together for a day of fun,
discovery and neighbourly spirit.
The event provides a fantastic opportunity for
residents to get involved, showcase their creativity
and connect with others across the parish.
Whether you're taking part, hosting a stop,
hunting for bargains or simply exploring
everything Fernwood has to offer, there will be
something for everyone to enjoy.
Plans are already underway to make this year's
Safari even bigger and better, and we look forward
to seeing residents from across both old and new
Fernwood joining in. Keep an eye on our website,
social media channels and noticeboards for details
on how to register and take part.

F E R N W O O D  S A F A R I
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The Parish Council’s Sports Working Group
continues to meet to explore ideas and opportunities
for improving sports and recreation across Fernwood.
The group recently met with the developers to receive
an update on current provision and discuss future
plans for sports facilities within the parish.

Importantly, the group is taking a whole-community
approach, looking at opportunities across both the
established and newer areas of Fernwood.
Discussions are focused not only on traditional sports
but also on identifying activities and facilities that will
appeal to a wider range of interests, ages and abilities.
The aim is to ensure that future investment in sports
and recreation benefits as many residents as possible,
from young children and families through to
teenagers, adults and older residents.

The working group welcomes new ideas and will
continue to engage with residents and local
organisations as plans develop.

S P O R T S  P R O V I S I O N  D O G  P O O  B I N S
One issue raised regularly by residents is dog
poo across the village. While the vast majority of
dog owners act responsibly, unfortunately there
are still occasions where dog poo is not picked
up, creating an unpleasant environment for
everyone and posing a potential health risk. 

We would like to remind all dog owners to
please clean up after their pets and dispose of
waste responsibly.

The Parish Council is aware that some areas
would benefit from additional dog waste bins
and has raised this with the developers, who are
responsible for their installation as part of the
development plans. We are  awaiting an update
on when these bins will be installed. In the
meantime, if you notice that a dog waste bin has
been missed during collections, please contact
the Parish Council office so that we can report it
and help keep our community clean and
welcoming for all.
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Keep an eye on social media for
a full list of street food attending
the village hall. We have a great
selection of suppliers, from Greek
food, pizza and deserts! 

Sunday 13  December th

Join us for carols, brass band & a
visit from Santa in his grotto! Free
activities for the whole family. 

Community Christmas

Markets 

Saturday 30  Mayth

Join us for a special May Day
craft market, with local sellers.
There’ll also be live music, free
kids crafts and bouncy castle in
the garden of the village hall. 

May Market 

Saturday 5  December th

Festive goods from local
suppliers including crafts and
food. The perfect chance to get a
special gift! 

Christmas Market 

Street Food Vans 

Saturday 25th July 
Market / Summer Event
Back again at the village hall.
There’ll be music, bouncy castles
and food stalls. Plus lots of free
activities for all the family and
the scarecrow competition!

Summer Fun Day

Saturday 19  Septemberth

Music & activities at the hall plus
set up your own stall outside your
home for a clear out & declutter! 

Fernwood Safari

UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS
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DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 11

Cllr Neil Allen
Neil.allen@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

Cllr Simon Haynes
Simon.haynes@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

Cllr Jack Kellas
Jack.kellas@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

Dear resident,

We are pleased to be writing to you again in the latest edition of the Fernwood Gazette. We started the last edition by
touching on the joy of longer and brighter days, and write this edition sweltering in the punishing heat of June! Our
article in this edition is about QR codes, our village’s iconic clock tower and how to report anti-social behaviour.

QR Codes
In our last article we shared that we had asked council officers to create QR code stickers for the bins in our village,
providing a direct link to the reporting page for when the bin is full or overflowing and needs emptying. We’re pleased to
share that following our suggestion, officers have taken this initiative up and will soon be rolling this out across a small
number of local villages, including Fernwood. We are confident that these stickers will make it much easier and more
convenient to report bins that need emptying, and in turn keep our beautiful village clean and tidy.

Fernwood Clock Tower
We have recently been engaging with planning and public protection officers at the District Council about the condition
of our village’s iconic clock tower. The clock tower is a sign that you’re close to home and is an iconic and recognisable
feature within our relatively new and growing community. However, concerns have been shared with us and by us about
the condition of the building and the security of the site. We have raised these concerns with officers and encouraged
engagement with the site owners to push for some progress on the site. We are pleased that access to the site through
missing fence panels has been resecured, thanks to the efforts of our public protection colleagues. We are also pleased to
confirm that officers have been receptive to engagement with the site owners regarding the future of the site. We are sure
that there will be much public interest as and when updates are received, and we will endeavour to share with you any
information we receive.

Anti-Social Behaviour
 As we progress into nicer and warmer weather (hopefully not always as warm as the end of June!) we want to remind
residents of the methods of reporting anti-social behaviour, and the importance of doing so. We have previously
explained that resources to tackle anti-social behaviour are allocated based on data driven assessments. That means that
if  anti-social behaviour is not reported by all who witness it occurring, the appropriate resource to tackle it will not be
secured. We have previously pushed for more time and resource to be focussed on Fernwood; however, if  the data does
not match our representations, resource will not be forthcoming. To that end, if  you witness or experience any form of
anti-social behaviour in the coming months, and indeed at any time of the year, please do report it directly to Newark
and Sherwood District Council’s Anti Social Behaviour Team by completing the online form on the council’s website, or
by calling the customer services team:

https://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/community-environment/community-safety/antisocial-behaviour 
or
https://www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/report
or
Telephone: 01636 650 000
 
As ever, if  we can be of any assistance to you, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Sincerely,
Jack, Simon and Neil

mailto:Neil.allen@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
mailto:Simon.haynes@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk
mailto:Jack.kellas@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk




Church activities

F E R N W O O D  C O M M U N I T Y
C H U R C H  U P D A T E
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Fernwood Community Church Toddler Group
Thursdays during term time, 9.30-11.30am

Including 10.30am Story time, 11am Music time, and
refreshments for young and old.

Voluntary contribution £1 per family.

Parents, grandparents, their babies and toddlers, and the
team make up our friendly group. Almost every week, we
have new families join us, so if  you’re thinking about
coming, please be assured that you will receive a warm
welcome, and that you probably won’t be the only new
person! We have a core of people who are able to come each
week, but others come as and when they can.
The village hall is a great space to set up different play, craft and
refreshment zones. There is also a book table with free books for
both children and adults – ideal for anyone who wants to
understand more about the Bible, or who are thinking about the
big questions of life

Pictures used with permission
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County Councillor Update
It has been a busy few months for Fernwood, with a number of important projects moving forward across our
community. The opening of the Southern Link Road is a major milestone that will help improve connectivity
and support the continued growth of Fernwood. As new housing developments progress, I am working with
developers, Newark and Sherwood District Council, and Nottinghamshire County Council to help ensure the
infrastructure needed to support these new homes is delivered alongside them.
One of my key priorities remains the expansion of Fernwood Primary School. This is something I have worked
hard to push forward over the last three years, and I continue to press for progress at every opportunity. As
Fernwood grows, it is essential that local school places grow with it.

I am also pleased to see highway improvements continuing across Fernwood and the wider Balderton Division.
Several road maintenance and repair schemes are now moving forward as part of the investment programme
secured through Nottinghamshire County Council. Residents regularly raise concerns about road conditions
with me, so it is encouraging to see these long-awaited improvements beginning to be delivered.
My focus remains on getting things done locally—whether that is improving roads, supporting school
expansion, securing infrastructure for growing communities, or ensuring residents’ concerns are heard.
Fernwood continues to be one of the fastest-growing communities in Nottinghamshire, and while there is still
more work to do, I will continue working hard to make sure our area receives the investment and attention it
deserves.
Councillor Johno Lee
Nottinghamshire County Councillor for Balderton Division

Your paragraph text



Registered Charity No. 1155042

THE HUB AT 
BALDERTON HALL

Looking for a professional, flexible space to work or meet? The Hub
at Balderton Hall offers meeting rooms, a conference room, office
hire, and hot desks. All fully equipped and ready to use!

Whether you need a quiet place to focus, host a meeting, a space for
your new community group to meet or somewhere to collaborate
with others, The Hub is the perfect solution. Plus, we offer
reasonable and competitive rates!

All meeting equipment provided 
Full kitchen facilities 
On-site parking
Flexible, reasonable rates (including hourly hot desk options)

The Hub is managed by the Parish Council and easy to book online.
For long term bookings feel free to email the office or drop in during
opening hours for more information. Book your space today and
work smarter in a calm, well equipped setting. 



A reminder that residents are warmly invited to
visit the village hall during opening hours and
enjoy our community library. There’s a great
selection of books and jigsaws for all ages,
including plenty for children.

There’s no need to sign books in or out - just take
what you’d like and return when you’re finished.
Donations are always welcome. Come along, have
a browse, and enjoy!

C O M M U N I T Y
L I B R A R Y
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